
                                                           

TOWN OF SHELTER ISLAND 

SHELTER ISLAND 

NEW YORK 

 

Taylor’s Island Preservation and Management Committee 

July 12, 2011 

Town Hall 

Minutes 

 

Members Present:  Co-Chairs P.A.T. Hunt and Richie Surozenski, Barbara Clark, 
Keith Clark, Carol Galligan, Kathy Gooding and Town Board Liaison Ed Brown   
Member Absent:  Michael Laspia 
Meeting called to order:  9:02 a.m. 
 

A motion to accept the minutes of June 14 was made by Kathy Gooding and seconded 
by Keith Clark.  The minutes were accepted. 
 

Old Business: 

Grant: 

NYSOPR&HP EPF/HP: 

Co-Chair Hunt left a message for Matt Sherman, who’s moving to St. Croix soon, 
asking him to stop by our meeting.  She also contacted Chris Fokine asking him to 
attend and set up a meeting for Monday, July 18, 1:00 PM. 
 
On July 11, Co-Chair Hunt spoke with Mary Wilson who got Chris Tehan’s report, 
documenting, with text and photos, the nature of the interior work on the foundation, 
and sent it off to Kevin Kispert of the DEC who left Mary a message on July 8.  Once 
Mary and Kevin speak directly, she’ll give us an update. 
 
Co-Chair Hunt read an email from William Knight, who may be doing the paint 
analysis of the Smith-Taylor Cabin, regarding lead in the paint raised by Peter Reich. 
 

Bulkhead/Seawall repair/restoration: 

Co-Chair Hunt set up a meeting with Mark Ketcham at his office on Wednesday, July 
20, at 10:00 AM, to discuss completing our NYS DEC permit with Areas 5 and 6.  
Kathy Gooding asked for the expiration date of the Town permit for the repairs which 
Co-Chair Hunt said is the end of this year and which she felt would be easy to renew, if 
necessary.  
  

Financial Business—June 30, 2011: 

Co-Chair Hunt reported:  New York Class Account balance is $80,507.20; Chase 
Business High Yield Savings Account is $6,921.69 which includes a deposit of 
$121.82. 
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Update on Work Accomplished on Taylor’s Island and Future Plans: 

On Saturday, July 9, Co-Chair Hunt, along with volunteers Jim Mitchell and Pat 
DiDonato, cleaned closets and closet drawers. Some drawers need to be planed to shut 
properly.  Keith Clark suggested beeswax for helping the drawers slide. 
 
On Friday, June 24, Co-Chair Hunt and Tim Purtell addressed the removal of the 
Japanese knot weed, which was not easy due to an extensive root system. More research 
will be done on the most strategic way forward. 
 
Refinishing the porch deck was discussed, a tools and materials list compiled which Co-
Chair Hunt will gather.  Ideally we’d like to accomplish the work before our August 13 
event. 
 
Repair of the John Deere lawnmower, currently on the Island and not working, will be 
pursued by Co-Chair Surozenski. 
 
Co-Chair Surozenski said he’d like to see the piles of fill near Areas 3 and 4 smoothed 
out.  Co-Chair Hunt will follow-up with Mark Ketcham. 
 
Shelter Island Public Library Tour: 

There was a reminder that the Shelter Island Public Library tour is Friday, July 22 with 
a rain date of August 5. Attendees will meet at the library at 10 and return there at 1.  
Co-Chair Hunt asked Committee members to participate. 
 
Shelter Island Historical Society’s Sundays in the Barn Series: 

There was a reminder about and an invitation to the Taylor’s Island presentation of 
archival and current photos and film footage in the Havens House Barn on Sunday, July 
31 at 2 PM. 
  
New Business: 

Shelter Island Reporter: 

A two-part series on Taylor’s Island will appear in the Shelter Island Reporter, 7/21 and 
7/28, Carol Galligan reported. 
 
Taylor’s Island Foundation News: 

Update on Website and facebook: 
For the month of June our website had 276 visits with 975 page views.  To date 
Taylor’s Island has 391 fans on facebook. 
 

Boston Whaler: 

On June 30, the end of the pre-season, Taylor’s Whaler was moved from the Congdon 
Road Town Dock and is now on a stake and pulley mooring at Captain Bob’s Landing 
off the first causeway.  Andy Clark donated the 100 lb. mushroom anchor, Keith and 
Louise Clark donated the buoy and the cedar post, spliced the line and put the system 
into position, Bridg Hunt made the piece for the post, identifying our mooring with our 
permit number.  Co-Chair Hunt updated and renewed our mooring permit with the 
Town. 
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Appeal Letter: 

To date the appeal letter has brought in 85 responses which are greatly appreciated.  
People are being creative with making donations in honor of dear friends and couples 
getting married. 
 

Shelter Island School: 

Co-Chair Hunt received a large envelope containing thank you letters from the Shelter 
Island School sixth graders for their Friday, June 5 picnic lunch and tour of Taylor’s 
Island. 
 
Taylor’s Island Tea: 

The Taylor’s Island Tea was canceled due to the weather.  We’ll plan another in the 
future since there was a definite interest. 
 
Father’s Day Paddle with Shelter Island Kayak Tours: 

The Goodings, Hunts and Mulligans participated along with Jay Damuck, who 
contributed half of his earnings to Taylor’s Island. 
 
Captain Ed Clark, Jr.’s gift of a Piping Plover perched on driftwood: 

Captain Ed Clark, Jr. gave the Foundation a gift of his carving of a piping plover and 
suggested a silent auction, with an opening bid of $500. Co-Chair Hunt plans to display 
the piping plover at all the upcoming TI events, as well as on the website and the 
facebook page. The idea of a blind auction is also being considered. 
 
One Enchanted Evening: 

The Shelter Island Historical Society’s One Enchanted Evening is Saturday, July 16, 6-
8 PM, and for a second year, one of the auction items listed in their mailed invitation is 
a night on Taylor’s Island.  Co-Chair Hunt passed the invitation around to Committee 
members noting different copy from last year’s invitation.  Last year Co-Chair Hunt 
reviewed and edited the copy with Janalyn Travis-Messer before printing. 
 
One Day in History: 

This Shelter Island Historical Society event is Saturday, August 6 from 10-3 and in the 
past Taylor’s Island was invited to set up a table.  Co-Chair Hunt will follow-up with 
the SIHS regarding an invitation and asked Committee members to make themselves 
available for some time that day. Carol Galligan agreed to be there.  
  
Kettle Clambake: 

The following preparations for this fundraising event on Saturday, August 13, 2-5, were 
discussed: 
The Suffolk County Bureau of Public Health Protection received our permit application 
for a temporary event on June 23, 2011.  Mary Ellen McGayhey is unavailable the day 
of our event and will accept, edit, and broadcast on Channel 22, photos and video given 
to her.  Bridg Hunt offered to photograph and Kathy Gooding will look into additional 
options.  Carol Galligan volunteered to make lemonade the day before.  Michael Laspia 
will be present to help with the kettle bake from 11 to 3. Keith Clark suggested, and all 
agreed, lobsters will be ordered only for the guests, since not every guest takes a lobster 
and there are usually leftovers for volunteers. Keith Clark brought up that for the past 
few years, the clams are coming from Virginia with the lobsters coming from Nova 
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Scotia. This year, when we place our seafood order, we’ll mention we’d like to use as 
much local food as possible. 
  
Cabin Clean-up: 

Keith Clark suggested a major cleaning, vacuuming, wet mop, etc. of the Cabin. Co-
Chair Surozenski suggested leaving cleaning materials out on the Island, many of which 
are there, for convenience. 
 
The next meeting date is scheduled for Tuesday, August 9.  

Meeting Adjourned:  10:22 AM 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Carol Galligan 
Taylor’s Island Preservation and Management Committee 


